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S-Security  - built on passion, love 
and determination

SOME of us know Betty & Richard 
Crowley. How they met and their his-
tory of family and business. But for 
those of you who don’t and even if 
some of us who might have forgotten 
a little. Here is a brief recap as we take 
you through the decades and fond 
memories. Bringing us to the present 
day of 50 years in business. 

They were quite the power couple 
back in the day, but in an ever so 
humble way. Richard loved his tools 
and a good pair of Myphistos shoes 
from Shaws, fresh shirt and tie daily, 
ironed by Betty and sleeves folded 
up half way, also done by Betty. He 
believed that a person could look 
well with very little money, it just 
took discipline and awareness of all 
the things that were right under our 
nose, if we only looked.

Betty was of the same belief - 
work smart, although she also 
worked non stop, given herself and 
Richard had three young sons, very 
close in age, a part time job and also 
heavily involved in the running of a 
newly formed business called S-Se-

curity Ltd. They didn’t know it at 
the time of course, but but business 
would soon grow to become one of 
the most recognised and well 
respected security companies in 
Munster and Leinster.

Richard had a vision though. He 
knew what he wanted and never 
lost sight of that goal, through dec-
ades and the recessions and inter-
est hikes in bank loans that came 
with them. Not to mention, he was 
also building the family home one 
load of bricks and bag of cement at 
at time. As he started the business, 
he continued with his day job in 
CIE, using his tips from the guided 
tours on a tour bus wisely, which 
was handy as three more children 
would follow. The work was 
demanding, juggling a new busi-
ness and a full time job, not to men-
tion the other challenges that fol-
lowed - back issues, cancer treat-
ments, hip replacements and his 
beloved became gravely sick on two 
occasions, the second time being 
told that she wasn’t going to make 

it. Like her husband, she was a force 
to be reckoned with and fought it off 
bravely.

Humility is likely one of the most 
practiced virtues that Richard dis-
played in all he did - a gentle giant 
with huge hands that removed spi-
ders, boned and rolled the Christ-
mas turkey and gently placed band 
aids or bandages on the numerous 
cuts and bumps often encountered 
in a large active family.

Richard also believed in helping 
others before himself, a generous 
spiritual soul who was way ahead of 
his time, he knew ‘stuff’, and if he 
didn’t know he would say so, never 
one to embellish or exaggerate, He 
believed in thinking things through, 
‘hasty was wasty’, he would say. Get 
your hands dirty when necessary, 
listen, listen and then listen some 
more - when you listen, you learn. 

In 1975, Richard appeared in a 
well-known film called “Barry Lyn-
don” - a drama/ war film set in the 
18th century and directed by Stan-
ley Kubrick.  Barry Lyndon was 
filmed in many different parts of 
Ireland at that time and Richard 
played a number of roles in the film, 
landing a spot acting beside lead 
actor Ryan O’Neal. He would share 
fond memories of the filming of this 
movie and indeed was very happy 
and proud to be chosen to act 
alongside and on screen with the 
lead actor.

Richard was a handsome devil in 
his day, a smile that drew you in 
and a kindness that made you feel 
safe. His gifts to his family, of which 
there are many include, are power-
ful virtues such as believing in your-
self, taking risks, ‘tempus fugit’( 
time flies) so make the best of it, if it 

doesn’t feel right- then it isn’t, relax 
its okay, there is nothing that cant 
be fixed,

Richard and Betty had so much 
wisdom, an idea, courageous one, 
you created it, breathed life into it 
and encouraged it to grow, you took 
care of it, nurtured it and ensured it 
got the attention it required to suc-
ceed and be a force that others 
would admire and want to be a part 
of. 

sThat vision is now 50 years on, 
still a family business with an excel-
lent team of people who have 
joined the company and continue 
to support the family members on 
the quest of carrying on that Dream 
that once was and is now a thriving 
reality providing employment to 
the local community and support-
ing various charities, organisations 
and individuals.
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The late Richard and Betty Crowley
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Back row from left to right: Andrew Crowley, Richard Crowley, Richard CrowleySenior, Joe Crowley and Paul Crowley. Front: Rachael Quinn, Betty Crowley and Celina Kelly.

One way that family can be defi ned: Family can be an essential building block of societies. We have learned over the years, for 
us, that it really comes down to this basic,  like our Dad always said, “Do on to others as you would like them to do on to you.”

To lead us into the history of SSecurity, we would like to acknowledge M K Brazil’s of O’Connell’s Street, Maurice Kirwan and the 
team in Brazil’s, who have always provided an excellent service.

Michael Orpen was acting Accountant of the company for MK Brazils right back to the beginning of our establishment and has 
been a great friend to the family ever since. 

Bringing us back to 1971, We would like to share with you a little history of 
S-Security through the decades and the changes that each ten years has brought about. 

FAMILY
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The 70s
S-Security Ltd was founded in 1971 
and are celebrating 50 years in busi-
ness this year. Back at the beginning, 
in 1971 when security probably 
wasn’t a top priority for people and 
places, a group of young entrepre-
neurs got together to form a security 
company with the view to providing  
safety and security for the Waterford 
area. The name S-Security Ltd came 
from the company’s Waterford roots 
and in particular its location on the 
River Suir, which runs along the 
Quays in Waterford, where one of 
S-Security’s offices are based today. 
The group initially involved in the 
company made a decision to explore 
other opportunities but Betty and 
Richard Crowley continued their 
dedication to the company, becom-
ing sole owners and laying the foun-
dations for a company that would go 

from strength to strength over the 
next 50 years.

The first office was located on 
Summer Hill and because the need 
for security was only starting to 
become a realisation in Ireland back 
in the 1970s the company were 
ahead of the times, being the only 
security company in the South East. 
The operation of the business start-
ed with one man, a guard dog and a 
patrol van. Even though it was a 
small operation to begin with, huge 
investment went into the state of the 
art communication system, which 
back in the day took the form of 
Motorola walkie talkies. This gave 
24hr 365 days a year communica-
tion with staff and ensured an excel-
lent service, enabling S-Security Ltd 
to report back to clients in real time 
on any security issues. It also guar-
anteed the safety and communica-
tion to all S-Security employees and 

our canine division. S-Security 
Group was a personal service to 
make sure all deadlines where met 
and adhered to. 

The 80s
In June 1980, Cash In Transit was 

introduced as a specialised service. 
The one van expanded to a fleet of 
vehicles which included a 
armoured Cash In Transit van. Staff-
ing went from one man to twenty 
eight employees. Security Staff 
almost doubled in 1988 when 
Waterford Regional Hospital was 

built. S-Security Ltd was proud to be 
part of this invaluable facility to the 
people of Waterford. The security 
services adapted to modern trends 
and an ever changing world and 
economy. As the family grew, the 
company expanded and all where 
involved and helped progress the 
company throughout the years. It 
grew from strength to strength and 
worked along side many local com-
panies such the Lisduggan Shop-
ping Centre, The Government 
Buildings, The Waterford Port 
(C.A.P) The post office on Keane’s 
Road and the cold stores to mention 
but a few. Richard and Betty eldest 
son - Joesph Crowley – branched 
out and developed JEC Alarms in 
Oct 1986. JEC Alarms, a successful 
business to this present day with 35 
years of security services and is 
located at the waterside in Water-
ford City.

In 1989, the offices where relocat-
ed further down the footpath to 
where they are located to this day at 
114 the quay, Waterford City. The 
Locksmith Shop was opened in 
1994, also known as Crowsons Lock 
and Safe Company. Richard Crow-
ley Jnr trained as a locksmith and 
the shop evolved to selling a vast 
range of underfloor and built in 
safes, supplying of multi-lock 
restricted keys, A key cutting ser-
vice, supplying of fire extinguishers 
and a vast selection of locks and 
padlocks. 

The Shop on the quay has 
become a well know lock shop 
where we welcome our customers 
to call and discuss any queries they 
should have. Access Control along 
with Master key systems and sup-

Security Services through the decades 
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plying of safes have become more 
popular through the years and S-Se-
curity are on hand to give expert 
advice. 

The 90s
In the 1990’s, many people may 

remember the Beat on the Street, 
which travelled around Ireland with 
the best bands and DJs of the day. 
S-Security co-ordinated and man-

aged the security for the event when 
it was held on the Quayside, right 
beside the Clock Tower. The compa-
ny provided event security person-
nel to ensure the safety and well 
being of spectators. These shows 
were a huge success for the City of 
Waterford, bringing visitors from 
across Ireland and far afield includ-
ing Europe, the UK, New Zealand 
and Africa, it’s even being said that 
our officers were known to tap their 

feet to the beat now and again, 
whenever SS are on duty, safety and 
security is at its best. 

Also the 1990’s, the ever popular 
Rothmans Rally was held through-
out Ireland with its regular stopover 
in Waterford for a weekend on the 
North Quays. The excitement for the 
public seeing so many high per-
forming race cars parked side by 
side and the reeving of the engines 
as the drivers and their co pilots pre-
pared to compete along the local 
open roads of Waterford, this event 
attracted thousands every year to 

the City and each year 
S-Security took care of 
every aspect of security 
from the noise of the first 
car arriving on the 
grounds of the Old R & H 
Halls car park, parked 
over night to the last 
mechanic truck driving 
up the ram on the road to 
the next stage. Every year 
was a security success for 
S-Security, catering for the 
safety and security 
requirements of the rally. 
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First Armored Cash In Transit van for S-Security Group Ltd, Waterford
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QUALITY WALL
COVERINGS, BEDS,

LIGHTING
& MUCH MORE AT
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VALUE & SERVICE

Rachael Quinn, offering guidance,
preparation and direction in a
professional, caring manner

Rachael can help you overcome fears or anxiety you may
have in the following areas

Fear of Public Speaking in any setting for example:
Interviews, work and school presentations, social anxiety,

bullying in school and the workplace

Prepared Speeches
Helping you to build your Self Image, Self Confidence, Self worth.

Rachael also offers advise and assistance on speech writing,writing your own
story to build your confidence and set goals both personal and professional.

Learn how to articulate who YOU are in ANY setting.
Be someone who others want to be around and leave a lasting effect where

others want to know more.
One to one,group settings and zoom calls available.

Call Rachael at: 083 071 0072 also on WhatsApp
or email: rquinn0118@gmail.com

Rachael’s experience
• Over 30 years in business management,marketing and networking

• Trained Law Enforcement Chaplain California • Former High School Teacher and teen
councillor in California • Trained Public speaker with LAMDA UK

• American California Speech Writers • Certified teacher in Yoga, Self Awareness and
Mindfulness • NLP Practitioner certified • Certified in Satir Mentoring and Coaching
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Security Services through the decades 

The Millennium - 2000’s 
-2010

The early 2000s brought Water-
ford at 8 to our television screens 
which S-Security proudly spon-
sored every week covering all areas 
of crime, solved and unsolved, safe-
ty issues, live reporting from the 
rooftop of our local Garda Station 
where local Garda made live 
appeals for the public’s assistance in 
solving various acts of crime carried 
out in the area. Interviews with Min-
isters and other public figures was a 
regular occurrence on the S-Securi-
ty Crimefile programme, with the 
crew(John and Anna Marks) provid-
ing top quality filming and editing. 
Crimefile was presented each week 
by Rachael of S-Security.

In conjunction with our local 
Gardai who made a huge contribu-
tion in giving freely of their time, 
Crimefile re-enacted and recorded 
short films on drink driving, safety 
for the elderly, home security locks 
and safes, home fire safety in con-
junction with the local Fire Chief 
and many more 

aspects making the programme. 
Crimefile a huge success and not 
forgetting the wonderful guidance 
of Mary Roche from Waterford at 8, 
who introduced S-Security to the 
novel idea of using local television 
to raise awareness of security and 
safety issues that mattered to people 
of the South East.

In 2005, the internationally cele-
brated Tall Ships Races came to 
Waterford, and with it, one of the 
most iconic and majestic display of 
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ships that Ireland has ever seen. 
Waterford hosted over 70 majestic 
Tall ships. Family member, Celina 
Crowley was lucky enough to be 
involved herself and sailed from 
Waterford to Cherbourg. Celina said 
it was a one in a life time experience 
to be involved in the training and 
sailing of such a huge and beautiful 
ship, “The Alexander von Humnolt 
2”, from Germany, A class A ship 
with beautiful green sails. 

In 2011, the Tall Ships returned to 
Waterford and the S-Security Group 
Ltd in conjunction with Waterford 
City Council formed part of the 
security team that provided a num-
ber of services to the people of 
Waterford to ensure that Water-
ford’s hosting of this historic event 
was a tremendous success. It turned 
out to be one of the greatest events 
to ever be held in Waterford. 

2010 - the present day
Bringing us to recent years, 2018 

brought a winter that many can 
remember for its downfall of snow, 
called Storm Emma and otherwise 
known as “the beast from the east” 
which brought such cold tempera-
tures, that resulted in people being 
snowed in, stranded, and causing 
wide spread disruptions across the 
country. This cold front hit Ireland 

at the end of February to the start of 
March and many businesses had to 
close as road access was restricted. 
During this time, S-Security Group 
Staff remained on site to ensure the 
safety of many buildings in the sur-
rounding areas that the company 
provides security for. The provided  
an escort service for essential work-
ers, guaranteeing a safe transport 
from their homes to the workplace. 
This was essential and crucial at the 
time as parts of the country where at 
a standstill and without power and 
electricity. 

For us a company, we mobilised a 
safe form of transport to bring our 
employees to work without disrup-
tion to our customers or gap in ser-
vices provided.

S-Security also came to the aid of 
the members of the public who 
found themselves in difficulty, and 
also, in the surrounding communi-
ty, to those who were unable to 
leave their homes. They delivered 
groceries, clean water and salt to 
help with ice at the entrance to 
homes and steps. Checks where 
carried out and security services 
continued in this ever changing cli-
mate. 

S-Security Group continues to 
evolve and change, the fleet of vehi-
cles has grown and security services 
have spread even wider. Its mem-

bers of staff and officers have also 
grown over the years and although 
security can be defined as being free 
from danger, or feeling safe, the pro-
tection of ones premises, it also 
involves essential admin work such 
as front of desk or the first person 
one may meet when accessing a 
premises or a building. Staff are 
trained and prepared in dealing 
with any of the above areas, places 
or indeed a friendly face in times of 
need. 

On February the 11 2020, The 
Coronavirus, also known as COVID-
19 arrived and changed the world as 
we know it. The S-Security Group 
team became part of the frontline 
staff across a number of areas, busi-
nesses, and providing assistance to 
health organisations and hospitals 
and continue to do so to the present 
day.

The team
We’ll get to know some of the 

team in more detail later in this sup-
plement, but as of December 2021 
the Directors of the company are 
Paul Crowley, Andrew Crowley, 
Richard Crowley and Celina Kelly. 

The Office and Security Team is 
made up of Paul Crowley, Richard 
Crowley, Celina Kelly, Laurence 
O’Neill, Michael Power, Darren 
Finn and Debbie Higgins.

Left to right – Bob Desborogh, Ed O’Leary, Tommy Love and Ger Cassidy with the 
two guard dogs.
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When Richard Crowley set up 
S-Security in 1971, his wife Betty 
was right there by his side. As 
the expression goes, behind 
every great man, is a great 
woman. There was a lot of ‘ roll 
up the sleeves’ and ‘get stuck in‘.

The values that Richard and 
Betty believed in, filtered fluidly 
from family to business and 
business to family like an inter-
twining river, the children 
learned early on, all hands on 
deck to get the job done effi-
ciently and effectively with a bit 
of laughter on the way, With 
Richards passing this past Feb-
ruary Betty has relied on her 
“family team” more than ever, to 
keep his spirit alive in 
everything that S-Security does 
and more importantly who SS 
is, the same vsluves apply today 
as they did in 1971, look after 
your staff and customers, with-
out them there is no business. 

Asked about what she can 
recall from the early days, Betty 
says she “remembers practically 
everything!

“We started out in a garage on 
Summerhill,” she said. “I can 
remember a lot of cold winter 
nights getting our vans ready for 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade! We 
began with a man, a van and a 
dog and it grew from there to 
two men, and eventually went 
to three men and two vans. It 
was a 24 hour service and those 
men were outstanding because 
we had very winters that had a 
biting chill and often heavy 
snowfall and our staff stayed 
loyal, turned up for their shift 
without a word of complaint.”

Betty, being the perpetual 
Mammy, even back then, 
looked after all the staff with hot 
dinners, clean uniforms and 
anything else they may have 
needed to make the job that bit 
easier.

“I can remember us going out 
in the night and hopping over 
fences with fish and chips for 
the lads,

“We were on the portable 
radios at the time, communicat-
ing with our lads on the ground 
throughout the night until the 
office opened in the morning 
time. From 6 in the evening 
until 9 in the morning Richard 
snr and I bwould man those 
radios. If we got a call out during 
the night, Richard would go and 
one of the boys might go with 
him, customers appreciated 
that personal touch and it’s 
become our trademark”.

From Summerhill, S-Security 
moved to 117A the Quay, into a 
small office that every member 
of the family seems to remem-
ber fondly, small but cosy and 
worked really well for us at the 
time. 

“We were going from strength 
to strength and had some amaz-
ing officers working with us as 
we grew,” Betty said. “We’ve had 
officers who kept working with 
us right up until they either 
couldn’t work anymore or 
passed away. They were a splen-
did team, still are,  and we were 
are very proud to have such 
great people working with us.”

In 1987, the company moved 
up the footpath to a bigger 
premises at 114 The Quay, 

where they are today.
“I always saw my job as look-

ing after the lads, making sure 
they were fed and they were 
warm,” Betty said. “They were 
always our priority and I think 
they knew that as well.”

She would be too modest to 
admit this herself, but what 
Betty and Richard achieved in, 
especially the early years of the 
business, was incredible. She 
raised the family and also 
worked pretty much full time for 
the company as well as a part 
time job for a period of time 
before the company grew to a 
level that saw Betty and children 
in it as much as possible to help 
out. 

  It was an astonishing 
achievement but something she 
just says “had to be done”.

“It was all hands on deck,” she 
said. “From the time the kids 
could put pen to paper, they 
were working for the family 
business. They went to school 
and to college but still always 
had one eye on the company. As 
soon as they learned to drive, 
we’d have them driving the 
vans, which took a bit of pres-
sure off because if we got a call 
late at night, they could go out 
together. 

They were always there, 
always involved and always 
working together.”

Betty believes that as well as 
hard work, it’s a mutual care and 
respect for staff and customers 
that has sustained the company 
for 50 years.

Here’s to many more years of 
continued business.

Betty Crowley

Betty Crowley
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Joe is married to Theresa Hayes 
and the couple have four chil-
dren, Sianna, Alex, Zara and Jake. 
He’s the Managing Director of 
JEC Security proving that protec-
tion and helping people to secure 
their homes and their property is 
something very much in the 
DNA of the Crowley family. Back 
when S-Security started out Joe, 
being the first born, was the first 
to help Betty and Richard while 
the company was still in its infan-
cy. Back then he could be asked 
to do any job from dropping 
something from A-B to filling in 
for one of the officers out on a 
job. Joe has vivid memories of 
the technology that the family 
started out with.

“Back then you had a phone 
call or you’d make an appoint-
ment and you had to be there,” 
he said. “There was no texts or 
WhatsApps to say you were run-
ning late. We went to a lot of 
expense at the time getting 
Motorola radios with aerials for 
the vans and the offices. That 
was relatively successful at the 
time except for the black spots. 
We had to know where to go so we could talk 
to each other clearly.”

As Joe got older and acquired his driving 
licence, he became a lot more useful to the 
company, covering sick days and collecting 
and dropping people whenever it was need-
ed. In the mid 80s Joe set up his own company 
and no longer played an active role in S-Secu-
rity. Like the rest of the family though, he was 
always on hand to give his opinion about 
something involving the company and would 
often have a cuppa with Richard Senior to dis-
cuss how the company was going. 

Joe believes that the secret S-Security’s suc-
cess is the “family input”.

“As far as my Dad was concerned, personal 
contact was everything,” he said. “He always 
believed that it was so important for people to 
be able to put a face to the name. While a lot of 
the large corporate companies can be face-
less, the smaller family businesses have a face 
and someone you can talk to. Nowadays, it’s 
all about pressing one for this and two that…
Dad always believed in personal contact and 
that has stood to the company for the last 50 
years, and I’m sure will do so for the next 50.”
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Jennifer Coady Murphy
is a World-Class Thinking Into Results
Consultant, Author, Award winning

Holistic Fertility Expert who ignites and
calls forth greatness in others, she is
passionate about using her highly

developed skills and gifts to empower you.

Jennifer is known for the depth of her
listening, the clarity of her insight, and the
life-changing results she creates for those

who have the privilege of working
with her.

Continued abundant success to family owned S Security

Beautilicious
Unit 28A,Waterford Business Park, Cork Road.Waterford X91E209

Tel. 087 9086262 Email: info@beautiliciouswaterford.ie

FEATUREWATERFORD NEWS & STAR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2021 9

Continued Success to

S Security
from all at

Cork Road, Waterford
Tel. 051-334700

Wishing Continued Success to S Security

Cork Road,Waterford
Barronstrand Street,Waterford

Wishing Continued Success to S Security

30 The Mall,Waterford
Tel : 051 876923

Selling your Home
is our Business

www.hutchinson.ie

Jennifer Coady Murphy
is a World-Class Thinking Into Results
Consultant, Author, Award winning

Holistic Fertility Expert who ignites and
calls forth greatness in others, she is
passionate about using her highly

developed skills and gifts to empower you.

Jennifer is known for the depth of her
listening, the clarity of her insight, and the
life-changing results she creates for those

who have the privilege of working
with her.

Continued abundant success to family owned S Security

Beautilicious
Unit 28A,Waterford Business Park, Cork Road.Waterford X91E209

Tel. 087 9086262 Email: info@beautiliciouswaterford.ie

FEATUREWATERFORD NEWS & STAR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2021 9

Continued Success to

S Security
from all at

Cork Road, Waterford
Tel. 051-334700

Wishing Continued Success to S Security

Cork Road,Waterford
Barronstrand Street,Waterford

Wishing Continued Success to S Security

30 The Mall,Waterford
Tel : 051 876923

Selling your Home
is our Business

www.hutchinson.ie

Jennifer Coady Murphy
is a World-Class Thinking Into Results
Consultant, Author, Award winning

Holistic Fertility Expert who ignites and
calls forth greatness in others, she is
passionate about using her highly

developed skills and gifts to empower you.

Jennifer is known for the depth of her
listening, the clarity of her insight, and the
life-changing results she creates for those

who have the privilege of working
with her.

Continued abundant success to family owned S Security

Beautilicious
Unit 28A,Waterford Business Park, Cork Road.Waterford X91E209

Tel. 087 9086262 Email: info@beautiliciouswaterford.ie



Published by Waterford News and Star

Paul Crowley (57) is married to Theresa 
for the last 31 years and they have three 
children – Kimberly, who lives and works 
in Canada, Vanessa who works for the 
Gardai in Dublin and Eric who also 
works for S-Security but is out injured at 
present after breaking his leg in June. 
Paul’s real boss though, is his grand-
daughter Jasmine who’s three years old 
and already talking about taking over the 
company. There’s another grandchild 
due in February so the future is safe and 
sound!

Looking back at the early days, Paul 
recalls working for S-Security on Bellview 
Port when he was 16 years old.

“It was a place called CAP - it stood for 
something but I can’t remember for the 
life of me what it was - and we had static 
security there,” Paul said. “It started at 
4:30pm and finished at 8am the next 
morning. I have a memory of my dad 
bringing me down there with my little 
dog, a flask of tea, some sandwiches and 
a bag of crisps. I was dropped at the gate 
and I’d sit in a little hut for the night and 
then I’d be collected at eight the next 

morning. That’s my earliest memory of 
the company and what a great start it 
gave me!”

Paul also did some static security at 
Graves on the Park Road where he 
would stay - in the little hut - from the 
moment the workers finished for the 
day, until they started again the next 
morning. 

Today, Paul is a director of the compa-
ny and manages the CIT operations of 
the business (Cash in Transit) employ-
ees, customer liason, Coin Collection 
operations, and the deliverance of same 
to our customers servicing the south 
east of Ireland. Paul says “There’s a lot of 
strings to the S-Security bow!”

Looking back on fifty years, Paul puts 
the success of the business down to the 
family connection. 

“When my father started the whole 
thing off, he was still working in CIE - he 
was only 33, and when you think of what 
most 33-year-olds are doing now you get 
a measure of what he actually achieved,” 
Paul said. “We all roped in and did our 
bit for the company. Everyone that was 

born into the family was born into the 
company too. If someone was stuck, or 
someone was sick at the weekend, it was 
par for the course that another member 
of the family would step in to help out. In 
the early days there were no such thing 
as PSA licences or anything like that. You 
just put on a short and tie, made yourself 
respectable and did the job to the best of 
your ability and with the respect that we 
were taught by our parents. Of course, 
there wasn’t much of an issue with age 
back then as well, which explains how 
we were all working at 16 and 17 on sites 
all over the place.”

Back in the early 80s, when Betty, the 
mammy of the company was pregnant 
with one of the girls, she used to have 
difficulty sleeping - as most pregnant 
women can testify to - so she used to 
man the two way radios in the middle of 
the night.

“Everyone did their bit and the ethos 
of working together and doing whatever 
it took to make the customer was happy 
was something that was just instilled in 
us and has carried on to this day.”

Paul Crowley

Paul Crowley

Meet the team
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Andrew Crowley
ANDREW Crowley is married to Jackie and has 
three children, Dean, Jess and Lee. Andrew is a 
company director but like his sister Rachael, 
doesn’t have an active day to day role with the 
company. Like Rachael though, the company is 
always at the forefront of his mind and a week 
doesn’t go by when he doesn’t help out in some 
form or another.

Looking back at the early days of S-Security, 
Andrew remembers working in the little office 
on the Quay getting £20 a week. It’s a testa-
ment to how good Richard and Betty were at 
instilling values and life lessons in the chil-
dren, that Andrew got a rude awakening after 
his first week on the job.

“I was delighted when I got my first 20 quid 
but then I went home and the mother had her 
hand out for half of it,” Andrew said laughing. 
“That’ll go toward your keep, she told me and 
I had to hand over the tenner. I’ll always 
remember saying to the father ‘you pulled a 
fast one there – in one hand and out the 
other.”

Andrew has a brilliant memory about his 
father Richard that sums up the entrepre-
neurial skill of the man.

“Back in around 1990, before City Square 
was built, they found some artefacts of 
extreme archeological significance and con-
struction was put on hold for a while,” he 
recalled. “We were the security company with 
the building contractor of the time and every-
one was wondering what would happen next. 
Dad set up a company called Archeological 
and Site Investigation Ltd, a sister company of 
S-Security, and hired all of the archeologists 
and site workers that excavated the site and 
found all the treasures that we have in our 
museums now. We had about 30 people on 
the books for a year and one of my jobs was to 
do the wages every Wednesday so they could 
get paid on a Friday. The dig went great, 
everyone was happy and City Square was 
eventually built but that was a fine example of 

his entrepreneurial eye, instead of seeing 
something as a risk, he viewed it as an oppor-
tunity.”

Andrew believes that the company has 
prospered for 50 years because everyone in 
the family “pulled together and did their bit”.

“Dad always had a great respect for any 
business that hired him and he always held 
them in the highest esteem,” he said. “He was 
very much in the old school of treating people 
like you would like to be treated and building 
relationships on the basis of ‘I scratch your 
back and you scratch mine’. Everything to him 
was about relationships and getting on with 
people. It’s probably something that you 
don’t see too much of these days but Mam 
and Dad always believed in it and the compa-
ny keeps those values going strong today.”

Rachael Quinn
Rachael is the eldest daughter of the family and 
is delighted to be big sis to her only sister Celi-
na. Rachael is Mom To Brooklynn and André, 
aged 21 and 20years. 

Her early memories of S-Security were living 
in Claremont and working the old fashioned 
phone system where you had to turn a handle 
on a box on the wall connected to the phone 
and then you were connected to the office on 
the Quay, anyone who could handle a phone 
call got the job of manning the phones at differ-
ent times during the week, SS was and us a 24 
hour business, so often you’d be up during the 
night answering a phone to help out Mom and 
Dad,  We all did it without ever questioning, it 
was just part of the daily Crowley family rou-
tine. 

Aged 15 Rachael went to work in SS during 
Summer holidays and recalls being delighted 
when she sold her first item, a large motorcycle 
lock. 

Fast forward a few years Rachael joined the 
business after doing a secretarial course and 
worked her way up to General Manager until 
2010 when she and John and their two little 
ones left first for Limerick, then to live in Cali-
fornia. 

Even though Rachael is not actively involved 
in the business, it’s still a common thing to chat 
about it over a coffee with Celina or Betty, 
whom I see or talk to practically everyday.

Rachael now has her own business offering 
guidance in preparing people of all ages, teens 
and adults for interviews, public speaking, con-
fidence building, bullying in the workplace and 
schools, teen confidence, self worth and self 
image having taught high school students 
whilst in the states, she gained vast experience 
in the challenges that our youth face today. 

Her training as a Law Enforcement chaplain 
in Califorina bring a wealth of knowledge in cri-
sis management for people and worst case sce-
narios.

Asked what did Rachael think was the key to 

SS longevity  she said she felt the ethos instilled 
by their lovely dad Richard where he always 
went out of his way to do his best and make 
everyone feel valued, couple that with Betty’s 
unwavering support to Dad, her children and 
the business, SS had All the support and ingre-
dients for the success it has become today, it’s a 
family business that’s cares today, yesterday 
and always.

Rachael Quinn

Andrew Crowley

S-Security Group Ltd 
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Domestic Storage - Commercial Storage

- Corporate Storage
Are you renovating or moving? Have you outgrown your home or shed?

Do you need somewhere safe to store your belongings right here in the city?

Whatever your needs, Rent-A-Box is the solution for you!

Call Martin on 086 2580821 or get
an instant quote now at rentabox.ie
Need transportation?We can recommend various transportation providers based

inWaterford City who can easily collect and deliver your belongings to your storage unit.
Based at Six Cross Roads Business Park, Cork Road, Kilcohan Industrial Complex

& other satellite sites around the city.

Our containers are
20ft X 8ft X 8ft
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Meet the team

Richard Crowley
SON of founder, Richard Senior, 
Richard Crowley (47) is a director 
and Manager of S-Security. Mar-
ried to Joanne, the couple have two 
boys Callum (11) and Richard (the 
third!). Unsurprisingly, Richard 
was born into the business and has 
been learning about security since 
he was in nappies!

“As far back as I can remember, 
security has been in our blood,” he 
said. “I can remember going out 
with Dad checking on places and 
learning loads about the business, 
probably without even realising it.”

Richard is with Joanne since he 
was 17 (a good secure relation-
ship!) and the couple are Waterford 
through and through. Richard is 
originally from the Crowley family 
home in Claremont but now lives 
on the Airport Road. All his chil-
dren are die-hard Ballygunner 
hurlers and Bohemians soccer 
players and Richard is involved 
with both clubs himself. Like the 
company he works for, he’s big on 
community spirit. 

“When you live in a place like 
Waterford you can’t help but get 
caught up in your community,” 
Richard said. “It’s great to have cus-
tomers that you know so well and 
when we get new business in, the 
community just grows and grows. 
We’re all there for one another and 
that’s what community is all about 
I think.”

Because Richard has been work-
ing for S-Security long before he 
was actually working for them, he 
has a lot of memories of the early 
days.

“We all grew up within S-security 
and it’s been fascinating watching 
the business grow through the 
changes in technology,” he said. 
“Back in the day we used to answer 
the phone in the house and we 
used two way radios as well – that’s 
how we used to communicate with 
our officers on the ground. We 
always had the latest technology 
because that’s how seriously we 
took the business.”

As Manager, Richard has a hand 

in almost everything that happens 
at S-Security from one day to the 
next. 

“We’re a 24/7 company and I’m 
at the end of the phone 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week,” he said. 
“Some may look at that as a nega-
tive but I’m so used to it at this 
stage – it’s just always the way that 
we’ve operated. If a customer has a 
question, a query or an issue, we’re 
accessible around the clock and 
that’s always how it’s been.”

A typical day for Richard would 
see him liaising with staff and cus-
tomers – some new and some 
going back years.

“We have a lot of long-standing 
customers such as Price Water-
house Cooper, who have been with 
us for as far back as I can remem-
ber,” he said. “We may be a 50-year-
old business with a lot of staff but 
we’re still a family business and in 
order to make sure that we’re still 
going for another 50 years we have 
to make sure that all of our custom-
ers are well looked after.” Richard Crowley

S-Security Group Ltd 
114 The Quay, Waterford.
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Meet the Team

Celina Kelly
Celina Kelly (Crowley) is the youngest 
of the six Crowley children. Married to 
Emmet Kelly, the couple have three 
boys – Kane, Aaron and Iszak and live 
in Tramore.

After finishing school, Celina went 
to college to study Commercial Com-
puting before travelling as far and 
wide as she could. She eventually set-
tled in New Zealand where she lived 
for a while before coming home and 
resuming her role within the compa-
ny. “When I came home, Mam and 
Dad asked me if I’d get involved again 
on a full-time basis,” Celina said. 
“Being a family business, we were all 
involved with the company, even 
when we weren’t working directly 
within the company, or even when we 
weren’t living in the same country!” 
but we where always there to discuss 
or offer advice, near or far.

Celina started working in accounts 
with Mary Keoghan and Corinna Cox. 
Frank Gilroy was also a prominent 
member of the team at that time. “I 
worked with some amazing people 
back in those days, people who wer-
en’t members of the family but may as 
well have been,” Celina said. “I was 
getting a feel for the company and 
from there I moved  onto the contracts 
end, customer service and support 
and so on. I progressed through the 
company to where I am now, where 
Part of my roll includes public speak-
ing, PR and marketing. Celina is a 
director of the company concentrating 
on the developmental side, Team lead 
in human Resources  and Compliance 
Manager making sure all of its policies, 
procedures and licences are all up to 
date. 

With the support of skillnet, Celina 

said that Rachael and herself became 
qualified in the train-the-trainer fetac 
course to allow us to do security train-
ing and fetac courses inhouse. Celina 
said they went to Rotterdam to study 
Port Security and training where we 
both found this course extremely 
interesting and crucial to all Ports in 
understanding of Port movements, 
regulations, health and safety and 
identifying risks on an international 
basis. This also included an insight to 
the training of port security dogs and 
the intelligence they bring to the oper-
ation and team. 

She’s currently in her 20th year with 
the company, although you could also 
say she’s been working here since 
birth!

When asked what S-Security’s 
secret to success is, Celina is in no 
doubt.

“It’s all down to our team, our 
employees and our customers,” she 
said. “The team on the ground and 
our officers are so important for the 
everyday running of the business,  we 
are a unit that provides core values to 
create a successful business”. To Our 
amazing customers throughout the 
years, some of which are still with us 
today, we are truly grateful for their 
continued business. 

Of course, Celina also pins the suc-
cess of S-Security down to the founda-
tion builders, Richard and Betty Crow-
ley.“ Their work ethic 
from day one has fil-
tered down through 
each of us,” she said. 
“Back in the beginning, 
my mam was picking up 
the radio in the middle 
of the night and my dad 

was going out on site visits at 3 and 4 in 
the morning. That ethos is very much 
alive today and we always say to our 
officers, if there’s ever any problem, 
any time day or night, give us a call 
and we’ll be there for them. No ques-
tion is a silly question. Communica-
tion is key. I think it makes a big differ-
ence that customers are dealing with a 
local company and our officers know 
we are always at the other end of the 
phone.”

Celina says that she feels “very for-
tunate and proud” to be involved with 
S-Security. We are a family run busi-
ness since 1971, and we will continue 
to grow and develop the S-Security 
Group Ltd brand,” she said. “It has 
been a tough year for the Crowley 
family with the passing of our Dear 
Father Richard, he was a great listener, 
a leader and always encouraged us to 
be the best we can be. 

He was always at the other end of 
the phone, to give advice or simply 
just checking in and wishing you a 
good morning,  “Ring Dad” was com-
monly used amongst family members 
whether it was business advice, direc-
tions, or what would Dad do?? and it 
didn’t matter what time of day or night 
it was. The phone was always 
answered. To others he was a business 
man, a entrepreneur and was well 
known around Waterford for his sup-
port to his family, friends and to the 

community. 
It’s a wonderful celebration to be 

celebrating 50 years of business and 

the history to which it was built on. We 
will continue to make Our Dear Dad 
and Our Mom proud.” 

Celina Kelly
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Meet the team

Laurence O’Neill
LAURENCE O’Neill (38) is Contracts Manager at S-Security and 
has been with the company since 2010. Married to Debbie, the 
couple have three children together – Jack, Hannah and Becca. A 
carpenter by trade, Laurence, or Lar as he is known to many, was 
coaxed into the company by Richard Crowley who is married to 
Lar’s sister Joanne – they’re both offspring of the well-known and 
hugely respected former councillor and bar-owner Cha O’Neill. 

During the recession in the late 00s, Lar had to make a deci-
sion about his future as the construction industry had taken a 
major downturn and there wasn’t a huge number of opportuni-
ties around for carpenters like himself.

“We contemplated moving to Australia or Canada,” he said. 
“We were a young family with our futures on the line, but deep 
down I wasn’t really keen on moving abroad.”

After going over and back on the idea for some time, Richard 
asked Lar if maybe ‘security might be a business that he would 
think about joining’.

“I went in expecting to give it two or three months before we’d 
probably have no other choice but to move to Australia,” he said. 
“Thankfully, it never came to that because I got on so well with 
S-Security that I didn’t have to darken Australia’s door. Honestly, 
the company really speaks for itself. It’s been going from strength 
to strength since it started and I’m delighted that they gave me 
the opportunity to work with them.”

Lar is Contracts Manager, meaning he’s the man responsible 
for bringing in new business and looking after the new custom-
ers to make sure that they’re completely satisfied.

“S-Security is a family 
business and they like to give 
that family touch to the ser-
vice,” Lar said. “We like to get 
to know our customers on a 
personal as well as a profes-
sional level and that’s some-
thing that I really think is 
appreciated, especially 
around Waterford. A lot of 
people know and respect the 
Crowley family and when 

you get to know someone well, you feel looked after. People 
know that S-Security will go that extra mile for people.”

S-Security is firmly rooted in Waterford and Lar says that the 
sense of community plays a large role in everything that they do.

“There’s an old-fashioned ethos in S-Security, which Richard 
senior definitely instilled in the company,” he said. “Because 
Waterford is such a small city, we believe it’s important to sup-
port each other as best we can. If we do work for local compa-
nies, we in turn tell our staff to look after them. This has a knock-
on effect that’s essential for any local economy. That’s always the 
way that Richard has done things and we’ve been proud to carry 
on that tradition.”

Laurence O’Neill
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 Michael Power 
Tell us a little about yourself and your role in S-Security?

I joined the company in January 2014 and my position within 
the company is working in the accounts department in the offic-
es at Six Cross Roads Business Park.

Why do you enjoy working for S-Security?
I enjoy working at S-Security Group as it is a locally owned 

business with a close-knit team of employees always working 
together to continue to provide the best professional security 
services in the South East of Ireland.

 What is the secret to S-Security’s success?
I feel the company has been a success over the last 50 years 

due its consistency in providing customers with great services 
on a 24-hour basis over 365 days of the year since 1971.

Anything that stands out about the company over the 
years?

The commitment the company has to Waterford and willing-
ness to always supports local organisations and charities.

Published by Waterford News and Star

Darren Finn
What’s your position in the company – what do you do?
Accounts administrator. I do a lot of general office work such as process 
invoices for customers and suppliers, process payroll for our employees and 
deal with phone and email queries on a daily basis.

Tell me something about why you like working with the 
company?
I have really enjoyed my 2 years with S Security so far and hope to work here 
for a long time. The thing I like most about working here is that it is a small 
local company so you are treated like family. Everybody is easy to deal with 
and there is a great atmosphere in the work place.

Why do you feel the company is a success?
The company is a success because of its rich history in Waterford city. S 
Security has built great relationships with other local businesses since it was 
formed in 1971 and a lot of these relationships still stand today. 

Anything that stands out about the company over the years?
The work rate of the staff to meet customer’s needs is incomparable. Our 
staff always try their best to cover last minute shifts and out of hours emer-
gency locksmith callouts for our customers.

Debbie Higgins
Tell us a little about 
yourself and your role in 
S-Security?

I am the HR Officer/Gen-
eralist with S.Security. I pro-
vide comprehensive HR 
business support and guid-
ance to both management 
and staff across all HR disci-
plines. I also look after the 
full employee lifecycle from 
onboarding right through 
their career with us. I ensure 
all our staff and officers are 
compliant across the busi-
ness and provide training 
and support when needed.

I have over 20 years’ expe-
rience in the HR field across 
a number of disciplines, 
which makes me feel quite 
old!

Why do you enjoy working for S-Security?
I enjoy working with S.Security as it is a real family business with a great 

work ethic across the entire company. The team in the office are great and 
we can get the job done in a nice friendly environment. It’s nice to work for 
a company that are appreciative of the contribution made by everyone 
involved in the success over the last number of years.

What is the secret to S-Security’s success?
 S.Security puts the customers best interest at the heart of everything 

they do. They are a real family business and very hands on, Betty, the head 
of the family is a huge part of this success and it was Richard senior (RIP) 
and herself that had the vision back in 1971, and a lot of hard work over 
the last 50 years together with the dedication to both their customers and 
staff has ensured they are here to stay. The team are very professional and 
experienced across the security field, and it is great to be part of that suc-
cess.

Anything that stands out about the company over the years?
 A lot of companies change their values and way they do business over 

the years in order to grow, and as a consequence of that can lose their 
identity and values, however S.Security have managed to grow and devel-
op over the last 50 years and still maintain their values and their ethos and 
as a result the family business is alive and well and ready for the next 50 
years!

Debbie Higgins
Michael Power

Darren Finn

S-Security Group Ltd 
114 The Quay, Waterford.
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DELI • OFF LICENCE • LOTTERY

Frank &
Honest
Coffee

Mood
Ice

Cream

PHELANS CENTRA
KILMACTHOMAS | TEL 051 294432

SUPERMARKET IN THE❤ OF THE GREENWAY

WATERFORD

STRENGTH & CONDITIONINGSTRENGTH & CONDITIONING

Continued Success to S Security

Unit 16 D, Six Cross Roads Business Park,
Kilbarry, Waterford.

Call: 086 085 0287
Email: waterfordwarriorssc@gmail.com f
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Paul Mc Sherry has worked with the 
company since 1997

With over 24 years’ experience,
 Paul is a locksmith and Sales assis-

tant in the company, he really enjoys 
working with the company and Paul 
said “its been a privilege”.

He likes working as a lock smith and 
pinning locks and fitting of same. Paul 

says, The company is a success as they 
are reliable, it’s a

local company and family run which 
means they always put their best foot 
forward. He is delighted to celebrate 
and wish S-Security Group

a very happy birthday.

Meet the Team

Paul Mc Sherry 
– Locksmith and Sales Assistant

Paul McSherry
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Barrack Street, Waterford
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Contact 051-355553 |www.jackmolloy.com
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Four Generation of Crowley’s - Paul, Betty, Jasmine and Eric 
Crowley

Celina Kelly and youngest 
grandchild Iszak.
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Community 

Pictured left to right – Celina 
Kelly, Richard Crowley Snr, 
Richard Crowley Jnr, Mark Dunne, 
with Mascots Richard and Callum 
Crowley supporting Waterford 
Football Club.

Pictured with Paul Crowley is 
Anthony Walsh, Paul Dunphy and 
Jamie Doyle, in 2019 supporting our 
local teams.
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Community 

S-Security Group Ltd sponsored Local Athlete 
Emmet Kelly In his sporting endeavours. Emmet’s 
hard work and dedication has paid off in his results 
nationally and internationally.  Qualifying for the 
Ironman World Championships three years in a 
row. In 2019, Emmet succeeded in crossing the line 
as the first Irish athlete at the Ironman World 
Championships. We welcome and look forward to 
supporting local athletes to achieve their goals at a 
national level and on the international stage.  

Paul Crowley playing for Southend in 1985 Where 
S-Security Group sponsored the jerseys for the 
team. Also in the picture is keen supporter Celina 
Crowley. 

S.Security Group since the 70’s has always been 
proud to support and sponsor local clubs and 
continues to do so to the present day and will for 
many many years to come. 
Richard & Elizabeth always wanted to give 
something back to the community and help local 
clubs and in doing so the kids playing with these 
clubs would always benefit. This started when their 
eldest sons Joe/Paul and Andrew who were the 
very first students educated in St Paul’s Primary 
started playing sports and S.Security’s kind 
sponsorship grew and have supported numerous 
different clubs over the years, anything from 
sponsoring a match football/equipment to team 
jerseys. 
S.Security has proudly supported Bohemians and 
sponsored team jerseys over the last seven years 
from younger academy kids up to juvenile 
teams. Recent Picture of Bohemians U14 team with 
team Ray O Mahony & Lee Sauvage with Richard 
Crowley Jnr whose son also named Richard from 
the 3rd generation of Crowleys is pictured.

Pictured is Brooklynn Quinn as San Francisco Rose 
Brooklynn was selected to represent San Francisco 
in the Rose of Tralee 2019, she proudly represented 
San Francisco and she also got to mention that she 
was a Native of Waterford. S-Security was 
delighted not only to sponsor Brooklynn as part of 
their  Ongoing support to locals and the community 
but extra happy as Brooklynn is the Granddaughter 
of  Richard and Betty.



Richard Crowley Senior was a great 
entrepreneur and pillar of the com-
munity who left an indelible mark on 
everything, and everyone he 
touched. His tremendous legacy lives 
on through his family, who pay hom-
age to him with this wonderful trib-
ute.

Dad, Richard Snr worked diligently 
and smart his whole life from the 
young age of 12 years old

to become a very successful yet 
humble entrepreneur, always finding 
the time for his wife and children and 
to generously support and help his 
community grow.

Richard Snr, our lovely Dad was to 
us, the best dad and husband that 
ever walked this earth, he was our 
hero, still is and always will be, 
because his energy and legacy is ever 
present in our daily lives. Dad passed 
away peacefully on February 22 this 
year, surrounded by Betty his wife 
and his six children.

Richard’s older sister Mary prede-
ceased him only 26 hours earlier on 
February 20, 2021. They were very 
close growing up and their passing 
together only a few short hours apart 
signifies the deep bond they had for 
each other. We have no doubt they 
are enjoying each other’s company as 
much if not more, as they did when 
they were with us here physically.

Dad was the first to be born in the 
family home at Ballyknock on April 
19, 1938. He was son of the late 
Joseph and Mary Crowley and fourth 
in a family of eight children -  three 
girls and five boys.

A pupil in Castletown School, he 
would walk there with his siblings 
and in particular his brother Uncle 
Jimmy who was always by Dad’s side 
growing up and into adulthood. They 
were really close and told many a 
funny story of things that happened 
on their way to school and in the 
classroom. 

At 12 years old, Dad first worked for 
the County Council in Kilmurrin, 
near Annestown. Leaving school as a 
teenager, he worked for the County 
Council, along with his father Joseph 
and brother Jimmy, and they regular-
ly transported dynamite on a horse 
and cart to the quarries; health and 
safety was very different back then.

At 18 years old, Richard also spent 
some time working in the ESB, where 
he worked on the supply for Fenor, 
Dunhill and the Kill area. It gave him 
deep satisfaction that his eldest son, 
Joseph, qualified as an electrician 
with the ESB. After his time in the 
ESB, Richard moved on to work in the 
road freight section with CIE as a 
helper on the lorries.

Move to England
Richard’s sister Bridie had moved 

and was living in Wallasey, which 

prompted Richard and Betty to move 
to England. There he took up employ-
ment with Wallasey buses as a con-
ductor and Richard and Betty wel-
comed the first of their six children, 
three boys, Joseph, Paul and Andrew.

In 1967 employment greatly 
improved in Waterford and Richard 
was offered a job in Denny’s Meat 
Factory, The Glen. So, Richard left for 
Waterford from Wallasey in mid-Au-
gust and Betty followed with their 
three young sons in December the 
same year.

After a few house hops, the family 
of five were delighted to settle into 
their new house in Lisduggan in the 
parish of St Paul’s, and it wasn’t long 
before Richard moved jobs to take up 

a position as bus conductor with 
C.I.E, thereafter moving on to 
become a Bus Eireann driver. Richard 
drove buses in Waterford, and indeed 
to/ from the UK for many years and 
eventually moved up the ranks to 
become a CIE bus inspector. Richard 
and Betty extended their family and 
Rachael, Richard Jnr and Celina 
arrived, bringing the family to a total 
of six children.

The family all joined him on his 
guided Sunday bus tours of Ireland’s 
most scenic spots and it was often 
said Richard had the ability to hold in 
his mind, detailed maps of countless 
roads across Ireland and was the fam-
ily’s human version of a Sat Nav.

He was very much community 

focused and helped grow the parish, 
making a lifelong friend in Fr Gregory 
Power, who was parish priest of St 
Paul’s church.

Richard was one of the first presi-
dents of the local Credit Union and 
was also on the development com-
mittee to build St Paul’s Church. He 
was also a driving force many years 
ago in the levelling of St Paul’s foot-
ball pitch.

Richard was the ultimate entrepre-
neur and risk taker and 50 years ago 
in 1971, he started up S-Security with 
three of his CIE colleagues whilst still 
driving buses. Eventually the other 
founders left and Richard and Betty 
continued growing S Security into 

one of Waterford’s oldest companies 
in the south east of Ireland today, 
with the original flagship locksmith 
shop still operating at 114 the Quay. 
In February 2021, S-Security Group 
Ltd celebrated its 50th anniversary 
and continues to be successfully 
managed today by his family.

His greatest passion was as a build-
er and maker of things. He built the 
family home with direct labour, liter-
ally the whole family, and countless 
relations and friends from St. Paul’s.

Richard also picked up the art of 
woodturning and loved carpentry. 
Being an early riser, he was often 
tucking into his breakfast every 
morning having completed his walk 
of the beach with dogs as company, 
often before 7am. His love of horses 
from his youth stayed with him and 
passed on to his children, especially 
his youngest daughter Celina.

Being a long-term member and 
supporter of St Saviour’s GAA club he 
was never more proud  than to watch 
his son Andrew and grandsons Dean 
and Lee battle it out for the black and 
whites. He was also a proud sponsor 
of St. Paul’s soccer club where grand-
son Eric plays. Dad loved all of his 
children very much, not forgetting his 
17 grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 

Dad loved to pass on his knowl-
edge that he accumulated over the 
years and we never knew what we 
would learn, when all we had 
planned was popping into Bally for a 
cuppa and maybe a bit of a fry.  We 
loved those days and thankfully those 
fantastic memories live on, even in 
little ways. 

Things are still done in S-Security 
the way you taught, your memory is 
very much alive and we know your 
energy and spirit is guiding all of us 
every single day.

If you were here with us today Dad, 
we know you would be checking 
things and giving us a bit of advice on 
‘stuff’ that you just know, you’d prob-
ably remind us to remember people 
who were good to us and be grateful 
for all that we have and have not,  No 
doubt all the grandchildren would be 
enjoying your signature hugs with 
those gentle big hands of your when 
they would come to visit.

Thank you for having such vision 
in all you did Dad, especially making 
today possible for each of us to enjoy 
in celebrating 50 years of S-Security in 
business, no matter if we work there 
or not, it’s a family business to the 
core and we will take good care of it, 
always.

Love you Richard….. Betty xx
We love you Dad and thanks…….

Joe, Paul, Andy, Rachael, Richie and 
Celina and your grandchildren and 
great grandchild. 
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The founding father of S-Security

Richard Crowley Senior
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Pictured is S Security Officer John Griffin and Gerry Corcoran. Picture from left to right Joe Crowley, Paul Crowley, Celina Kelly, Betty Crowley, Rachael Quinn, Richard Crowley and Andrew Crowley

 Wishing everyone  Wishing everyone 
a Safe & Happy a Safe & Happy 

ChristmasChristmas
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PAT McCARTHY CAR SALES

For great value call:
St. John’s Park, Killure Road, Waterford.

Tel: 051-872219 | 086-2509238
www.patmccarthycarsales.com

GET YOUR CAR
WINTER READY
ALL MAKES &MODELS OF CARS, JEEPS & VANS SERVICED

WATERSIDE, WATERFORD CITY
“Your Security is our Business!”
(Leaders in the field of electronic security for over 35 years)

Tel: 051 371411 Email: info@jecsecurity.com
www.jecsecurity.com

PSA License No. 0695

Wishing S Security Every Success

• Intruder &
Fire Alarms

• CCTV
• Access
Controls

• 24 Hour
Maintenance,
Monitoring &
Keyholding

• Gate Automation
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From the directors and management of S-Security Group, we 
would like to express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to our members of staff. We are, and have always 
been a team, which is defined as a “group of people who come 
together, who take on independent tasks, who work together 
to achieve and accomplish the task in hand”. 

You, our employees have become the foundation of our 
security business and have taken on many a task, procedure, 
the ever changing world and especially in our current climate 
– the COVID pandemic and have excelled through it all. We 
send each and every one of our employees, past and present, 
a hearty thanks, a nod and a smile. 

To our staff who have since passed on, to mention but a 
few, Mary Keoghan, Tony Wyemess, Tommy Love, Ed 
O’Leary, Johnny Alyward, Michael Murphy also known as 
“The Boy Murphy”, Bob Desborough, Jim Searson, Richie But-
ler Michael O’Donoughue, Jim Geary and Michael Stenson. 
To all our staff that have passed on, you are dearly remem-
bered. 

“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank 
you, it will be enough” Meister Eckhart 

Ar dheis De go raibh a n-anamacha ( May they Rest In 
Peace) 

To each and every one of our customers, we would like to 
extend our deep gratitude for your valued business and the 
long standing relationships we have built over the years. 
Without you, there would be no business. 

The Future
S-Security arevery excited about the future and are 
currently exploring a number of new opportunities. 
“Given the climate crisis, it is fitting firstly to talk about our goals 
in this area,” Director Celina Crowley said. “Waterford City & 
County Council have declared a vision that Waterford will be Ire-
land’s first decarbonised city by 2040 and we are 100% behind 
this ambitious plan. We have already started to look at such 
things as electrifying our company fleet and utilising solar ener-
gy and will support all initiatives proposed by the council. We are 
50 years in business and while we are always looking to the 
future for business opportunities, it is critical to remember that 
looking after the fundamentals is what has sustained S-Security 
for such a long period, and we will continue to do this. By funda-
mentals, I mean the simple but essential ideas of understanding 
what our customers need and seeking to meet and exceed these 
needs all the time.”

S-Security has built up tremendous expertise in all areas of 
security and their goal will always be to translate this into a value 
added service for our customers. Business and domestic cus-
tomers have varied security needs and generally don’t want just 
one service but a range of support. This could include, security 
hardware, on-site surveillance or a whole variety of other servic-
es. The company goal is to continue to develop its services to 
provide and meet these needs. 

“We are extremely proud of our security officers and the ser-
vice they provide,” Director Richard Crowley Jnr said. “Technol-
ogy will never replace good judgement, a smiling face, a helpful 
hand and the relationships our officers build with our custom-
ers. However, the future age is increasingly one where services 
are becoming digitised, automated and technology driven. We 
are extremely mindful of this and are now developing our skill 
base in this area to boost our current capabilities and comple-
ment our current services. We are looking beyond the traditional 
security services to a broader more comprehensive range of ser-
vices and have not allowed any boundaries to narrow our think-
ing. The future is bright and we are excited at the many opportu-
nities that will ensure in 50 years’ time we will be celebrating 
S-Securities centenary as Waterford’s longest established securi-
ty organisation. “

Celina says that the company would never have got to 50 years 
without the support of its wide and varied customers. 

“We would like to take this opportunity to thank our custom-
ers, some of which have been with us through the decades,” she 
said. “We appreciate every opportunity to work alongside all our 
customers, locally here in Waterford and further afield through-
out the south east and various parts of Ireland. 

Thank you
Pictured at the side of the S Security building from left to right is Andrew Crowley, Celina Kelly, Laurence O Neill, Michael Power, Darren Finn, Richard Crowley, Debbie Higgins and Paul Crowley.
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24 HOUR 051 872435

• Security Officers
• Mobile Patrols
• Alarm Response
• Cash-In-Transit
• Open and Lock Up Service
• Access Control
• Car Park Management
• Facilities Management
• Locks / Safes / Key-cutting
• Full Locksmith Service

(24 hours)
• Fire Extinguishers
• Key Holding

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY SERVICES SINCE 1971 - 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS

SlSecurity
Group Ltd.

S.Security Group Ltd catering for all your security needs throughout the South East
since 1971. Contact a member of our staff today for information or your free quotation

114The Quay, Waterford. Tel. 051 872435
Web: www.ssecurity.ie Email: info@ssecurity.ie

S Security and the Crowley family would like to thank all of our customers, suppliers
and friends for their Continued Support and Loyalty over the last 50 years.


